PART III
DISEASES OF SHEEP
CHAPTER XI INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF SHEEP
THE important infectious diseases of sheep are few in number and relatively uncommon. Many of those that cause the loss of sheep also affect cattle and other live-stock. Among these might be mentioned anthrax, blackleg, and hemorrhagic septicemia. Abortion will be mentioned but the disease as yet is not a serious menace to the sheep industry. Tuberculosis will be omitted because it is very rare in sheep and losses are so few that farmers need feel no concern.
An occasional flock may be affected with anthrax or blackleg, but these diseases do not kill many sheep except in certain localities in which the soil is heavily seeded with the germs. Tetanus or lock-jaw, rabies, sheep-pox, foot-and-mouth disease, and actinomycosis may affect sheep, but these diseases, also, are so uncommon that most fanners have had little or no experience with them. This latter group of diseases is not included in this chapter but an interested reader may refer to the cattle section for a description.
BLACKLEG
Blackleg in sheep is caused by the same organism responsible for this disease in cattle. It is infectious, the germ